Complementary distribution in child speech

(1) N.E., age 4;6

a. Coronals occur before front vowels

[tei] [de]
[te] [de?]
[tiku] [di]

b. Velars occur before back vowels
[ko] [go?]
[ku?] [gu’]
[ka] [ga]
[ka"] [gu]

c. Labials occur before front and back vowels
[p1] [bi]
[pu] [be]
[pi?] [bo]
[pe] [bu?]

(2) Amahl, Stage 1, age 2;60

a. Prevocalic voiced for target voiced
[be:bi:] [bek]
[dedi:] [do:]
[ga:gi:] [geip]

b. Prevocalic voiced for target voiceless
[bak] [begu]
[dedi:] [di:t]
[gabi:] [gam]

c. Final voiceless for target voiced
[a:it] [deidi:bait]
[gek] [bek]

d. Final voiceless for target voiceless
[bap] [bop]/[dop]
[dait] [et]
[gek] [gak]

‘leg,” ‘dress’
‘gate’
‘swim’

‘goat’
‘tooth’
‘dog’
‘girl’

cbiga
‘bed’
‘blow’

‘boot’

‘back’
‘door’

‘grape’

‘pedal’
‘teeth’
‘come’

‘ladybird’

peg

‘stop’

3 b

ant
‘dark’



Chain shifts: s 2 0 2 f (demonstrates many child errors are not due to immature articulation)

(3) Subject 33, age 5;4

a.

C.

[f] for target /f/

[farjor] “fire’

[burafu] ‘beautiful’
[narf] “knife’

[f] for target /6/

[forn] ‘thorn’

[baeti] ‘bath (dimin.)’
[beef] ‘bath’

[0] for target /s/

[60] ‘sew’

[babi] ‘bus (dimin.)’

[duf] ‘juice’

[farv]
[tafin]

[jif]

[fam]
[maufi]

[tuf]

[0i7]
[a10i]
[veif]

‘five’
‘coughing’
‘leaf’

‘thumb’
‘mouth (dimin.)’
‘tooth’

‘sink’
[ b

icy
‘vase’



