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How the air is being modified as it moves through the vocal tract
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Why use a phonetic alphabet

Why?

Some languages have no writing system
There’s no one-to-one correspondence between letters
and sounds:

Same letter, different sounds:
dad, father, about, many
Same sound, different letters:
believe, people, amoeba, tree
Single sound, multiple letters:
shoot, nation, chord, chip
Multiple sounds, single letter:
box, use
Letters without sound:
gnaw, sword, debt, damn, bomb
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Articulation

Four chambers in mouth
Oral cavity
Pharynx
Area between lips
(Nasal cavity)

Length and shape of each chamber affects the ‘resonance’
of vowel sound

http://www.exploratorium.edu/exhibits/vocal_
vowels/vocal_vowels.html
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Definition (Diphthong)

.

.

.

. ..

.

.

A two-part vowel sound consisting of transition from one vowel to
another in same syllable

Diphthongs of English
[aɪ] = [ai] = [aj]
[oɪ] = [oi] = [oj] = [ɔɪ]
[aʊ] = [au] = [aw]
[e] = [ei] = [eɪ] = [ej]
[o] = [ou] = [oʊ] = [ow]
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